Appendix 1

Report from the Internal Auditor
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4 Yew Tree Close
Colwinston

CF71 7NF

3" September 2009
Mr P Graham-Woollard
Chairman of Colwinston Community Council
Yew Tree Farm House
Colwinston
Dear Peter,

Colwinston Community Council
Internal audit of accounts 2006/07 to 2008/09

Following our recent meeting | now enclose eight copies of my report relating
to the internal audit of the Council’s accounts for the period 2006/07 to
2008/09.

| should be grateful if you would please arrange for copies of the report to be
passed to other Members of the Council and to the Clerk.

Yours sincerely,

/M Qé/w% ; A

Paul Griffiths
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Internal Audit of the Council’s accounts relating to financial years 2006/07,
2007/08 and 2008/9.

Scope of Audit

» All items of expenditure and income transacted over the 3 year period
(2006/07 - 2008/09) were examined for accuracy and reasonableness.

« All entries in the cash book were reconciled with the Revenue/Deposit
account statements and with the figures set out in the ‘Annual Return’
for each of the 3 years examined.

« All minutes were read; all significant items of expenditure and income
were cross referenced to Council minutes to confirm authority for the
transactions.

«The level of Council balances was considered in the light of the Council's
ongoing financial strategy and future spending plans.

Matters arising

Balances

The level of balances has continued to increase and as at 31% March 2009
stood at over £14,000.

| understand a number of planned community projects have not progressed as
quickly as had been anticipated but these should start to come to fruition in
2009/10. As a result, the level of balances is expected to fall markedly over
the next 18 months.

Moreover, the Council has also taken steps to reduce its precept in 2009/10
from £10 to £6 and to draw on its reserves to fund any shortfall in revenue
spending. Again, this should have a bearing on the level of balances held by
the Council.

Notwithstanding the above, the Council will need to keep the level of
balances under review particularly when setting the precept for 2010/11 and
future years. With that in mind, | have reproduced an extract from my
previous report which may help to inform the Council's deliberations.

‘It is difficult to be precise about the level of balances the Council
should hold and there is no formal guidance to help the Council in this
respect. It is for the Council to decide what level of balances it needs
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the budget is set. It needs to be borne in mind however, that the level
of balances should be sufficient to fund;

« The costs of the planned revenue expenditure programme for the
next 12 months i.e. the annual budget.

« The cost of any large scale community projects (very large projects
may require funds to be built up over a period of several years).

« The estimated cost of any unforeseen or unplanned revenue
expenditure (within a reasonable limit).

« Working capital (pending the receipt of precept/income).

To avoid the build up of unnecessary funds the Council should regularly
review its balances and spending proposals so that it is not holding more
money than it needs to finance its annual (and longer term) plans.’

VAT

As a local authority the Council is able to recover the cost of any VAT it incurs
and is able to backdate a claim over several years. | referred in my previous
report to the fact that generally there is insufficient expenditure to warrant
annual claims. Since submitting my report the Council has incurred VAT in the
last 2 years alone of some E£90 and it may therefore be timely to make such a
claim. Further guidance in relation to this matter can be obtained from ‘One
Voice Wales'.

Clerks Salary

| note that the Council has resolved to increase the hourly rate for the Clerk
to the Council from £7.50 per hour to £8.60 per hour in accordance with
national guidance. To avoid any future misunderstanding it would be helpful
if the Gouncil minutes could record the date the increase takes effect.

Paul Griffiths CPFA
3™ September 2009




Appendix 2

Letter to the Planning Inspectorate – Motocross
Chairman

Colwinston Community Council

Yew Tree Farmhouse

Colwinston

Cowbridge

CF71 7ND

(01656 661787 (07925 150183

chairman.colcommcoun@yahoo.co.uk
The Planning Inspectorate

Crown Buildings

Cathays Park

Cardiff

CF10 3NQ

5th. October  2009

Dear Sir/Madam,

App/Z6950/C/09/2111212

Land adjacent to Crack Hill (A48) Colwinston

Vale of Glamorgan Planning Application 2009/00531/FUL

Concerns over the acceptability of this development were first expressed in December 2008 and the first formal objection made to the Vale Council in January 2009. As the result of several complaints Colwinston Community Council then made formal complaints to the Vale in March 2009. The subsequent Planning Application was then the subject of an unprecedented level of Community Council consideration and formalised individual objection.

At the Meeting held on 9th. June 2009 Colwinston Community Council concluded overwhelmingly that the Unauthorised development offended Vale Council policies ENV1, ENV10, ENV11, ENV29 and REC7.especially in regard to change of use and loss of Grade 3 Agricultural Land, Inadequate Pedestrian and Vehicle Access and Safety, Adjacent Main Highway Safety, Waste Storage Collection and Disposal, Adverse Impact on the Neighbourhood, Noise, Pollution, Visual Impact, Litter, Loss of Wildlife Habitats, Evident Anti Social Behaviour, Biodiversity etc. in an adjacent Conservation Area Environment.

Accordingly it is the wish of Colwinston Community Council that its observations together with the critical representations of other Community Councils, the adverse findings and decision of The Vale of Glamorgan Council and the objections of numerous local residents be upheld and the appeal be denied.

It is further relevant that since formal refusal of the planning application the applicant has significantly intensified activities at the site with the result that all the issues referred to above have been exacerbated. Noise, dust and anti social behaviour is particularly evident and one resident has submitted comprehensive evidence in support of these allegations. The applicant himself has also threatened that unless he gets way he will ‘sell to travellers’ ‘set up an intensive pig farm’ and or ‘move to other sites which he owns in the area’. His suggestion that he is providing a Social Service to the disadvantaged is also considered disingenuous since the equipment brought to and from the site on each occasion to facilitate the activity represents a most significant Capital Investment on the part of the participants who are then understood to pay a substantial fee for use of the track. It has also been alleged that noise levels are not high. They are however intrusive, can be heard over a five mile radius and are at a level infinitely higher than existed prior to this development. All unnecessary since a perfectly adequate track already exists at Bryn Cethin.

The Community Council would welcome the opportunity to supply further evidence, to answer any questions and to attend the appeal hearing.

Yours faithfully,

Cllr. P.Graham-Woollard – Chairman – Colwinston Community Council.
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